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to a large extent, upon the pressure applied in writing.
Hence, a line which appears upon casual examination
to be uniform can usually be seen, upon magnification,.
to have two outer walls caused by the divided points-
of the nib having penetrated the sizing of the paper and
formed furrows which received more of the ink pigments,
and a core between them formed by the ink spreading
from the two exterior lines.
The structure of the lines can be seen more readily
in the case of writing which has been recently blotted,
whilst in old writing it may be made visible by treating
the lines with a reagent, such as dilute oxalic acid. This
effects a differential bleaching, the surface pigment
being removed more rapidly than that contained in
the furrows formed by the divided points. It is possible
by this means to distinguish between writing done with
a quill pen and that produced by a modern steel nib,
for a quill pen is much softer and more flexible, and thus
produces a more uniform mark upon paper. In some
cases it is possible to see differences in the writing caused
by the " mending " of the quill before the document
was finished. Similarly, it is possible to distinguish
between old and modern pen marking, and -it is by
reason of this distinctive difference that it has frequently
been found possible to prove that early writing was not
as old as it purported to be. For example, in the case
of Rex v. Menzies, evidence was given that the disputed
documents could not have been genuine, since they had
been written with a modern pen, whereas the dates
they bore were prior to the invention of steel pen nibs.
Analogous characteristics enable the strokes made
with a fine pen with divided nib to be distinguished